ReC'dPCT/PTO 22 JUL 2004 



^^^NT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 



\m UMAYW 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION M!^.T 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) / O^C^ 



ipplicants or agent" s file reference 
'255B/PCT/JRW/RS 

□teinational Application No. 
»CT/AU2003/000066 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 

Intemational Filing Date 

(day/month/year) 

24 January 2003 



See Notification of Transmittal of Intonational Preliminaiy 
Exaadination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416). 

Priority Date (daylmonMyear) 
25 January 2002 



ntemational Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
nt. CI. ' B63B 21/00, 35/34, 35/38 



Xpplicant 

HILL, Gregory Davis 
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is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2 This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets; including this cover sheet 

' n T^reportisaboaccon,,aniedbyANNEXES.i.e..sheetsofthedesaj,ti^c^ 

' amende! and are the basis for IMS report and/or sheets containmg rectifications made before tta^ 

70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instractions under flie PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Ltional application No. 
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Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x] the international application as originally filed 

I I the description, . pages , as origmally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
I I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) imder Article 19, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 5 received on with the letter of 
I I the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages 5 filed with the demand, 

pages , received on with the letter of 
[ I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed witii the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 
2 With regard to flie language. aU the eleinents marked above were available or fomished to this Authority m the language in 
which the international appUcation was ffled, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority m the following language which is: 
[~] the hmguage of a translation furnished for the purposes of mtemational search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I flM5 language of pubUcation of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the language of (he translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international appUcation. flie international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
contained in the international J^jplication in written form. 

I I filed togedier with the international application in con^uter readable form. 

I I fiirnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I fumidied subsequentty to Ma Authority in conqjuter readable form. 

r~j The statement diat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

— international application as ffled has been furnished. 

□ The statement fliat the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I [ the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. n Thisreporthasbeenestablishedasif(someof)theamendmentshadnotbeenmade,sh^^^^ 

— go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Siq>plemental Box (Rule 70,2(c)) ♦* 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitoHon ""^''^f^Vw ''''' 
reporZs '^origuialfy filed" a^id are not winexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70,16 and 70,17), 

Any replacement sheet containing such amefidments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed' to this r^ort _ 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabilitr. citations 
and eaqplanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 10-12, 14, 17, 20, 22, 24 

Claims 1-9, 13, IS, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23, 25-30 
Claims 

Claims 1-30 

Industrial ai^licability (lA) Claims 1-30 

Claims 

2. Citations and e;q>lanations (Rule 70.7) 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



Noveltv fN> Claims 1-9- 13. 1 5- 16. 18. 19. 21. 23. 25-30 

1. WO 90/14264 

2. US 4979453 

3. US 5297899 

4. GB 2057367 

The most relevant of the art listed aboVe in \A is GB 2057367 which discloses the following: 

• Mooring element 1,1',!" 

• Capable of swinging page 3 lines 1-5 

• First wide leading end a, b of figure 1 

• Narrower trailing portion oof figure 1 

• T-shaped figure 1 

. Capable of engaging on opposing splayed edge . figure 1 -connection between 1 and 1' 
. Multiple moorings are arranged such that the longitudinal axis of the pontoons are parallel but out 
of alignment with each other see 8' of figure 6 

Inventive Step (IS) qaims 1-30 

Claims 1-9. 13, 15, 16. 18, 19, 21, 23, 25-30 

As above 

Claims 10-12, 14, 17, 20. 22, 24 

The features added by these claims, such as. comiecting the trailing ends of respective pontoons or Jo^ng the 
mooring^module/floating buoy sufch that it can move 360 degrees etc is not considered to mvolve any mgenmty 
and therefore cannot contribute to a patentable invention. 
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